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ABSTRACT 

 
 The Shodhganga@INFLIBNET centre provides a platform for Universities and 

research students to deposit their Ph.D. theses and make it available to the entire scholarly 

community in open access.  Online availability of electronic theses through centrally 

maintained digital repositories, not only ensure easy access and archiving of Indian doctoral 

theses but will also help in raising the standard and quality of research. All Universities, who 

conducts Ph.D./M.Phil. programme are eligible to join Shodhganga by signing MoU with 

INFLIBNET centre and appointing a University Co-ordinator.  UGC may also provide 

financial assistance to the INFLIBNET centre for subscription to software tools that detect 

plagiarized portion of theses and dissertations. This paper is administered to study about the 

Universities who joined with Shodhganga and how much their contribution of Ph.D. theses 

and in particular the Universities having Ph.D. in Library and Information Science.  

 

Key Words:  Shodhganga, ETD, MoU, INFLIBNET, Ph.D. Theses, Research 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Theses and dissertations are known to be the rich and unique source of information, 

often the only source of research work that does not find its way into various publication 

channels.  In the past, the researchers were not able to access all the scholarly literature 

published across the world due to lack of proper communication technologies. With the 

advent of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) this problem is solved to a 

major extent and the results of the research going throughout the world is made available to 

the public without any restriction.  The  Online Dictionary for Library & Information Science 

(ODLIS) defines Electronic Theses and Dissertation as “The Master’s theses and Ph.D. 
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dissertation submitted in digital form rather than in print on paper, as opposed to those 

submitted in hard copy and subsequently converted in Machine-readable format. The 

Shodhganga@INFLIBNET centre provides a platform for Universities and research students 

to deposit their Ph.D. theses and make it available to the entire scholarly community in open 

access. Shodhganga stands for the reservoir of Indian intellectual output stored in a repository 

hosted and maintained by the INFLIBNET centre.  The responsibility of hosting, maintaining 

and making the digital repository of universities, is assigned to the INFLIBNET centre by the 

UGC.  Shodhganga replicates academic structure of each university in terms of 

Departments/Centres and Colleges of each University has to facilitate ease of navigation.  

The structure also facilitates research scholars from universities to deposit their theses in the 

respective Department/Centre/College.  Universities can formally join Shodhganga by 

signing an MoU with the INFLIBNET centre and appointing a University Coordinator.  All 

theses and dissertations submitted to Shodhganga are available in full-text in open access to 

the academic community world-wide.  However, it is possible to impose restrictions on 

access as a special case, if so desired, by the University/Research scholar. The Shodhganga 

repository at INFLIBNET facilitates researchers from each university to deposit their theses 

in the respective Department/Centre. 

 

RATIONALE OF THE STUDY 

 
 This paper is attempted to analyse the current status of universities who joined with 

Shodhganga and how much their contribution of Ph.D. theses and in particular with the 

Universities having Ph.D. theses in Library and Information Science.  

 

IMPORTANCE OF UNIVERSITIES IN JOINING SHODHGANGA 

 
 The UGC vide its Notification (Minimum Standards & Procedure for Award of 

M.Phil./Ph.D. Degree, Regulation, 2009) dated 1
st
 June 2009 provides for submission of 

electronic version of theses and dissertation by the researchers in universities in Shodhganga 

maintained by the INFLIBNET centre.  Universities that sign MoU with the INFLIBNET 

centre and mandate submission of electronic version of their theses and dissertation to 

Shodhganga may get financial assistance from the UGC for digitizing their back-files of 

theses.  Besides, UGC may also provide financial assistance to the INFLIBNET centre for 

subscription to software tools that detect plagiarized portion of theses and dissertations.  

Access to software tools to detect plagiarism will be provided to universities that sign MoU 

with the INFLIBNET centre for Shodhganga.  In time to come, ETDs would become more 

common place, grant-giving agencies and accreditation bodies like AICTE, UGC and NAAC 

would make judgements regarding innovative universities by taking note of their initiatives 

such as ETDs and IRs.  Further, Plagiarism is a major concern in the area of research which 

results in the poor quality of research.  Proper software tools now available to detect and 

deter plagiarism.  The increased visibility of theses and dissertations through open access 

repositories would further act as a deterrent to plagiarism.  Moreover, it will attract other 

organizations in India and abroad to collaborate with Indian Universities on topics of mutual 

interests.  Besides, availability of formidable number of theses through a single repository 

would facilitate the INFLIBNET centre to launch alerting and analytical services deploying 

data mining and other technology tools. 
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UGC GUIDELINE FOR SHODHGANGA 
 

 The UGC mandates submission of electronic version of theses and dissertations by the 

researchers in universities with an aim to facilitate open access to Indian theses and 

dissertations to the academic community world-wide.  Online availability of electronic theses 

through centrally maintained digital repositories, not only ensure easy access and archiving of 

Indian doctoral theses but will also help in raising the standard and quality of research.  This 

would overcome serious problem of duplication of research and poor quality resulting from 

the “poor visibility” and the “unseen” factor in research output.  As per the Regulation, the 

responsibility of hosting, maintaining and making the digital repository of Indian Electronic 

Theses and Dissertation, accessible to all institutions and universities, is assigned to the 

INFLIBNET centre. 

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA/TARGET 

 
 All Universities, who conducts Ph.D./M.Phil. programme are eligible to join 

Shodhganga by signing MoU with INFLIBNET centre.  However, universities covered under 

Sections 2(f) and 12(B) of UGC act are eligible for financial assistance from UGC within the 

framework of norms and broad outlays specified by the UGC for (i) Setting up of ETD Lab; 

(ii) Digitizing back-files of theses; (iii) Subscription to anti-plagiarism software to detect 

plagiarized portion of theses and dissertations; and (iv) Any other items identified by the 

Committee set-up by the UGC for the purpose.  The criteria for allocation of grants to 

universities will be ascertained by the Committee appointed for this purpose to promote 

electronic submission of theses and dissertations. 

 The Shodhganga is set-up using an open source digital repository software called 

DSpace developed by MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) in partnership between 

Hewlett-Packard (HP).  Shodhganga provides a platform for research scholars to deposit their 

Ph.D. theses and make it available to the entire scholarly community in open access.  The 

repository has the ability to capture, index, store, disseminate and preserve ETDs (Electronic 

Theses and Dissertations) submitted by the researchers.  Universities are required to sign a 

MoU with the INFLIBNET Centre to participate in the Shodhganga project. 

 

 The objectives of the scheme are to provide financial assistance for 

i) Providing access to Indian theses and dissertations in open access to world-wide 

 academic community; 

ii) Setting-up of ETD Laboratory in eligible universities; 

iii) Extending access to anti-plagiarism software package in member universities; and 

iv) Funds for digitization of back lists of theses available in universities. 

 

 Allocation of funds to a university for digitization of theses, establishment of ETD 

 Lab or  any other benefits decided by the UGC on a later date would vary from 

 university to university based on the following criteria. 

 

i) Universities covered under 2(f) and 12(B) Sections of UGC Act and have signed 

 MoU with the INFLIBNET Centre for Shodhganga; 

ii) Universities wherein at least 10 theses are submitted every year; 
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iii) Universities with at least 100 theses submitted to in past years would quality for 

 getting funds for digitization of old volumes of theses. 

 

SUBMISSION PROCESS 

 
Workflow for submission of electronic version of theses and dissertations consists of  the 

following six steps: 

 

Step-1: Registration/Login 

Step-2: Validation of Account 

Step-3: Submission of Content/Metadata by Registered User 

Step-4: Verification of Submitted Metadata and Content 

Step-5: Publish on ETD Repository 

Step-6: Intimation to stakeholders by sending notification to Researcher/Guide and the      

                University. 

 

METHODOLOGY OF DATA COLLECTION 

 
 The information of Electronic Theses and Dissertation was mainly collected from the 

Shodhganga@INFLIBNET. The theses are submitted as a PDF (Portable Document File).  

 

       
 

Figure 1: Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Page 
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Discussion on the Analysis of the Study 
 The analysis of the study was done in four steps 

 

i) State wise universities list and the Universities participated in Shodhganga 

ii) State wise number of Ph.D. theses contributed in Shodhganga 

iii) Number of theses contributed by Library and Information Science department (State 

 wise) 

iv) Number of Library and Information Science department signed MoU with 

 Shodhganga and not contributed Ph.D. Theses  (State wise) 

 

Table-1 Showing State wise universities list and the Universities participated in Shodhganga 

 

STATE 

* No. of universities 

available(Central/State/De

emed/Private) 

No. of universities 

contributed Ph.D. 

theses 

Percentage  of 

contribution 

Goa 1 1 100.00 

Kerala 14 8 57.14 

Manipur 2 1 50.00 

Mizoram 2 1 50.00 

Puducherry 2 1 50.00 

Tripura 2 1 50.00 

Maharashtra 41 19 46.34 

Tamilnadu 55 23 41.82 

Gujarat 32 10 31.25 

Punjab 13 4 30.77 

Karnataka 40 12 30.00 

Delhi 20 5 25.00 

Assam 8 2 25.00 

Jammu & Kashmir 8 2 25.00 

Uttar pradesh 53 13 24.53 

West Bengal 23 5 21.74 

Chhatisgarh 15 3 20.00 

Uttarakhand 17 3 17.65 

Andhra 43 6 13.95 

Haryana 22 3 13.64 

Bihar 17 2 11.76 

Himachal pradesh 17 2 11.76 

Madya Pradesh 27 3 11.11 

Odisha 18 2 11.11 

Meghalaya 10 1 10.00 

Jharkhand 11 1 9.09 

Rajasthan 48 4 8.33 

Total 561 138 24.60 

 

           * No.of Universities existing is based on the Wikipedia Source 
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Table-2 Showing State wise number Of Ph.D. theses contributed in Shodhganga. 

 

STATE No. of Ph.D. theses in Shodhganga 

Kerala 2597 

Andhra  954 

Maharashtra 769 

Puducherry 679 

Gujarat 612 

Tamilnadu 550 

Karnataka 377 

Punjab 271 

Haryana 228 

Madya pradesh 116 

Delhi 113 

Rajasthan 78 

Uttar pradesh 71 

Meghalaya 41 

Assam 35 

Jammu & Kashmir 35 

Chhatisgarh 26 

Manipur 21 

Goa 18 

Uttarakhand 18 

Mizoram 14 

Jharkhand 10 

West Bengal 10 

Tripura 6 

Himachal pradesh 5 

Odisha 5 

Bihar 2 

Total 7661 
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Table-3 Showing number of theses contributed by Library and Information Science 

department (State wise)  

 

State 
No. of these contributed by 

LIS department 

Maharashtra 14 

Kerala 5 

Karnataka 4 

Tamilnadu 4 

Andhra 2 

Chattisgarh 2 

Gujarat 2 

Manipur 2 

Mizoram 2 

Haryana 1 

Madya pradesh 1 

Punjab 1 

Uttar pradesh 1 

Total 41 

 

 

Table-4 Showing number of Library and Information Science department signed MoU with 

Shodhganga and not contributed Ph.D. Theses 

 

State 
No. of LIS Dept. Not 

contributed theses 

Maharashtra 9 

Kerala 1 

Karnataka 2 

Tamilnadu 8 

Andhra 1 

Chattisgarh 0 

Gujarat 3 

Manipur 0 

Mizoram 0 

Haryana 1 

Madya pradesh 1 

Punjab 1 

Uttar pradesh 2 

Assam 2 

Delhi 2 

Jammu & Kashmir 1 

Meghalaya 1 

Odisha 1 

Puducherry 1 

Rajasthan 1 

West Bengal 3 

Total 41 
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FINDINGS AND SUGGESTION 

 

 From the analysis the following observations were made 

 

i) The Universities of States Arunachala Pradesh, Chandigarh, Nagaland, Sikkim were 

 made Zero contribution in Shodhganga 

ii) Only 24.60% of the Universities in India signed MoU with Shodhganga. 

iii) Kerala is the highest contributor of University theses. 

iv) Maharashtra contributed maximum number of Library and Information Science 

 Theses and it turn it has the maximum number of university LIS department yet to 

 contribute 

v) Nearly 75.40% of the Universities in India were not signed MoU with Shodhganga so 

 far. 

 

Universities which are not under MoU should come forward to join in Shodhganga so that 

world-wide academic community will be benefited. 

 

 CONCLUSION 
 

 A number of member Universities have already set-up their institutional and ETD 

repositories using either DSpace or other OAI-PMH compliant Institutional Repository 

software.  It would be possible for Universities having sufficient network and computing 

infrastructure to maintain their own ETD repositories wherein their research scholars could 

deposit e-versions of their theses and dissertations.  Moreover, they can use Shodhganga to 

host their theses as backup archives. The Centre is also developing a semantic web-based 

interface to facilitate subject-based browsing, navigation, search and retrieval of content 

available in the repository.  Due to the great service for the academic community the 

INFLIBNET centre was awarded Jury Choice Award e-INDIA 2011 in the category “Digital 

Learning through ICT in Higher Education Institute” for the Year 2011 for this project 

Shodhganga: a Repository of Indian Theses.  
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